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In this issue:

Sports Updates - Page 6
Year 7 Norfolk Residential - Page 9
Ski Trip Italy ‘25 - Page 13

Discover more on these topics and
much, much more news & updates in this issuel!

Upcoming Events:

12.02.25 - Year 9 Parents Evening
17.02.25 - February Half-Term

24.02.25 - Start of Spring Term 2

Visit the 'Key Dates for Your Diary' page inside
for more important upcoming events!
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John Burridge, Headteacher

Dear Parent/Carer,

As | write to you, our Year 11 students are working
hard in their mock GCSE examinations. They are highly
focused and have been benefitting from all the
support and help staff have provided during this
challenging time.Year 11 have all made their
applications for the next step of their educational
journey after Lealands with a great deal of support
from our Careers Leader, Miss Griffith and their
teachers and tutors. We wish them well with their
mocks, upcoming GCSEs and future plans as we pass
the halfway point of the academic year and look
forward to their future success.

This week, around 150 Year 10 students are attending work experience to get a
real insight in to the demands and skills required to be successful in the
workplace. Some more students will get this experience after half term. We know
that this can be such a valuable and rewarding part of their education towards the
world of work and | am grateful to Mr Quddus and all the staff who have supported
so many to find suitable placements this year. We look forward to hearing about
their many adventures when they return after half term.

Lealands was recently highlighted in a toolkit with advice for other schools
nationally about attendance and supporting students and families. We have
experienced a great deal of success in this area and it is pleasing to have been
recognised by the Department for Education for the exceptional work we do.
Attendance nationally has reduced significantly following the Covid19 Pandemic
and this is taking a long time to recover. Building resilience and the value of
attendance and participation is a key role for schools and parents, giving children
the tools they need to be successful throughout life. We know that sometimes
life’s challenges can be difficult for both students and parents.If you are
struggling, please don’t hesitate to speak to us about the help and support that is
available.Early intervention is always the most successful way to keep students
on-track.

Alongside engaging and positive learning, we want our students to really enjoy
everything that school has to offer which is why we have so many trips, visits,
workshops and clubs. Please encourage your child to participate fully and get the
benefits of all these opportunities available to them. It was fantastic to run our
first ever ski trip to Italy this term with nearly 100 students making the long
journey and having an absolutely fantastic time. We are looking forward already to
next year’s trip which will be to the same location (although possibly flying rather

than the very long coach trip; the only downside that students noted in
feedback!).



PAGE 03

Headfeacter g [rlrofnction

John Burridge, Headteacher

Last term, the majority of Year 7 went to Manor Adventure in Norfolk for an
activity and team building residential. They also had a fantastic time and we
are looking to run a similar trip again next year.This is alongside our many day
trips to places such as museums and the theatre. All of these allow students
to gain experiences and knowledge outside of school which enhance their
education and support this.

This newsletter contains a long list of clubs that are available and | would
encourage you to discuss these with your child to ensure they are making the
most of the opportunities provided.

We recently renewed our catering contract with Aspens following excellent
feedback from students and staff.The food provided by our catering team is
excellent and enjoyed by about 83% of students every day. The main meal at
£2.50, which includes a dessert, remains exceptional value for money and is
very popular. Whilst there are continued pressure to increase prices, we have
worked hard with the caterers to ensure a substantial healthy meal is available
daily for this exceptionally low price. Our student voice group will soon be
working with Aspens on some exciting menu developments.

This newsletter also contains information about the development of a Parent
Teacher Association.We are pleased to have received a good level of interest
from parents/carers regarding this and | am grateful to Mrs Strachan for
leading this brilliant development. If you are interested in supporting the
school more and being a part of this development, please do contact Mrs
Strachan.

It has been a long, dark and cold winter, but we are all looking forward to the
joys of Spring around the corner and making the most of the improved weather
with more outdoor experiences.

Mr J Burridge
Headteacher
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Year 11 Spring Mocks Week 1: Monday 10th - Friday 14th February 2025

Mark your
calendars with Year 10 Work Experience Week 1: Monday 10th - Friday 14th February 2025
these key dates - Year 9 Parents Evening/Options Evening: Wednesday 12th February 2025

stay informed and
never miss an
important event! Start of Spring Term 2: Monday 24th February 2025

Year 11 Spring Mocks Week 2: Monday 24th - Friday 28th February 2025
Year 10 Work Experience Week 2: Monday 24th - Friday 28th February 2025

Half-Term: Monday 17th - Friday 21 st February 2025

Cave The {ife

School Production of The Wizard of Oz:

Tuesday 25th - Thursday 27th March 2025

Geography Field Trips:

Tuesday 1st, Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd April 2025

Start of Summer Term 1:
Tuesday 22nd April 2025

Tert 1Py

Spring Term:
Monday 6th January 2025 - Friday 4th April 2025

Half Term:
Monday 17th February 2025 - Friday 21st February 2025

Summer Term:
Tuesday 22nd April 2025 - Friday 18th July 2025

Half Term:
Monday 26th May 2025 - Friday 30th May 2025

Full academic term dates for 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 can be found on the school website:
https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/termdates



https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/termdates
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Lealands celebrates
outstanding sports
achievements! Year
8 boys win the
swimming gala, boys
& girls excel in
basketball, and 10
students qualify for
the county cross
country
competition!

Gty Uyrfetor

By The PE Department

Swimming

The annual swimming gala on December 17th was a
fantastic day of competition. We took a team of 28
students, all of whom performed brilliantly.

Our Year 8 boys claimed 1st place and were crowned
champions! The Year 7 boys, competing up an age
group against the Year 8s, put in an incredible effort
to finish 2nd.

The Year 8 girls secured 3rd place, while the Year 7
girls, also competing against older students, finished
4th.

Among our older swimmers, the Year 9-11 girls placed
3rd overall and the boys narrowly missed out on a
medal, finishing 4th.

A fantastic day of swimming from everyone involved!

Cross Country

A huge well done to all our students who represented
Lealands at the annual cross country event, braving
the cold and muddy conditions.

Congratulations to the 10 students who qualified for
the county competition at Ampthill Park, where they’ll
race for a spot in the English Schools Cross Country
Championship in Manchester!

Special mentions to Bartoz in Year 9 who medalled in
3rd and Isabellain Year 7 who medalled in 2nd.

County finalists:

Year 7 Isabella M, Viv S and Elidona K
Year 8 Rebeca S and Dillian B

Year 9 Bartoz K and Caleb M

Year 11 Joni S and Camelia C
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By The PE Department

Boys Basketball

Well done to the Year 8 boys’ basketball team, who
for the second year running came 2nd in the county.

The boys won all their games on route to the final,
where they came up against Wixams, who had beaten
all of their teams by at least 20 points en route to
the final. The boys competed superbly throughout
the final and managed to keep the game close but
unfortunately lost by 7 points. Well done for a
fantastic effort.

Team players are Malachy, Logan, Nemai, Riley,
William and Fillip.

Year 7 Basketball

We are thrilled to announce that our Year 7 basketball
team has achieved a fantastic milestone by securing
2nd place in the county championship! This remarkable
accomplishment is a testament to the hard work,
dedication and teamwork displayed by our young
athletes throughout the season.

We would like to extend our heartfelt congratulations
to each player for their incredible effort and
commitment. Your passion for the game and your
ability to work together as a team have truly paid off.

Let’s continue to support our athletes as they strive
for excellence in future competitions.
Year 8 Basketball

Our Year 8 girls once again qualified for the county
competition this year.

In a challenging draw, they faced Cardinal Newman
first and narrowly lost by just one basket.

Their next match was against Arnold Academy, which,
along with Cardinal Newman, were the two toughest
teams in the competition!

Despite these initial setbacks, the girls went on to
win all of their remaining matches, securing an
impressive 3rd place finish in the county.

Excellent work, girls!
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We are thrilled to announce that Riley, one of our
Year 8 students at Lealands High School, has
been selected to represent the DMT (Double Mini
Trampoline) England squad this vyear. This
prestigious selection is a testament to Riley's
dedication, perseverance, and exceptional talent
in the sport.

Huge congratulations to Riley and we wish him all
the success as he embarks on this exciting new
chapter. His hard work and determination serve as
an inspiration to us all, reminding us of the
heights that can be reached with dedication and

perseverance.

"Riley's achievement is
a testament to his
dedication and talent,
inspiring us all to reach
for the stars."
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3th December 2024 By Megan L, Year 7

On the first day of residential we did fencing and
learnt new skills such as how we put the gear on,
how to play and how you move when playing. Fencing
was really fun and everyone enjoyed it!

We also did some climbing and it was really fun
especially when our teacher had a go. There were
two levels of climbing, one was easy and one was
hard (personally | found them both easy).

After that we did some caving that | personally really
enjoyed and would do it again. We played different
games while caving such as ‘among us’ and ‘hide ‘n’
seek’.

We also did a scavenger hunt and we went searching
all around campus and it was really fun except that it
was cold and damp.

Sadly | had to miss out on this one but my group did
some kayaking and canoeing and hearing about how
it went they all enjoyed it and all got wet!

We also had chilled out games such as quizzes and
everyone was very creative and it was interesting
what people's quizzes were.

We had free game time, so we could choose a few
games and play them. We played some dodgeball and
a fun shark game like bulldog.

Then not knowing the big surprise, we had a sweetie
bar and brought a lot of sweets and fizzy drinks!

Now the big surprise came WE HAD A DISCO!
Everyone was so excited to party we danced, sang
and a lot of us went on the dance floor and struck
some moves.

But on the second night our teacher that was in our
house was so kind and gave us snacks and we had a
chill out time and played games such as ‘What do
you meme? and ‘Guess that flag’.

It was all very fun and everyone really enjoyed it.
We went to Manor Adventure and it was such an

amazing experience and | hope that we can do
something like this again.

More photos from the trip are available to view on the Gallery page of our website:

https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/y7norfolk2024



https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/y7norfolk2024
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By The Languages Department

“Outstanding effort

The Languages Department would like to congratulate the following in Languages! Keep
students for great effort on ActiveLearn during December and pushing for your
January. There are also several students who achieved Epraise badges next badge and earn
for their overall progress, with a total of 1085 badges given since the those extra STEPs!”
start of the year.

Well done to everyone mentioned!
Remember, students can get badges at the following points -

« 25% - Bronze Badge - 5 extra STEPs

« 50% - Silver Badge - 10 extra STEPs

« 75% - Gold Badge - 15 extra STEPs

« 100% - Platinum Badge - 20 extra STEPs

« Extra tasks - Extra Badge - 25 extra STEPs.

Languages teachers have given everyone 1 STEP for every 2%
completed and Mr McCracken has added the badges already.

ActiveLearn Epraise badges awarded during December & January
Year 7
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ActiveLearn Epraise badges awarded during December & January
Year 8

ActivelLearn Epraise badges awarded during December & January
\CETR
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Activelearn Epraise badges awarded during December & January
Year10& 11

sty Able Cladents (Wofate

This term will see the start of the Brilliant
Club programme for a select number of
Lealands’ Year 9 and 10 students.

The selected students will undertake 7
hours of degree level tutorials delivered
by a PHD tutor. Lealands students will
then complete a final assessment in hope
of successfully graduating from the
programme.

Students who successfully graduate will attend their graduation
ceremony in the summer term at Wadham College, Oxford.
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By Miss Keefe, Trip Lead & Head of Year 8

On Saturday 18th January, 96 excited students from
Years 8-11 set off on an exciting week-long journey
to Spiazzi, Italy, to master the art of skiing, enjoy
new experiences and forge lasting friendships.

Day 1 Saturday - Our first day of travelling was
generally uneventful. We travelled by coach to Dover,
catching the ferry and then the long drive began!
Through France and Switzerland eventually arriving in
ltaly.

Day 2 Sunday - When we arrived at our resort on
Sunday afternoon, students took in the beautiful
view and hotel and got checked into their rooms. It
was then time to get organised! Students had to get
their ski boots fitted and checked, as well as their
skis. All organised and ready for the morning it was
time for dinner and bed after a long 2 days of
travelling!

Day 3 Monday - First day skiing! Students were put
into groups and began learning all the basics. They
did a fantastic job in their groups. An extended
dinner of a variety of pizzas that all students had an
opportunity to try was a great way to recover from
the first full day of skiing! In the evening the
students had free time to relax and socialise in the
games room!

Day 4 Tuesday - On the 2nd day of skiing, the
students were excellent at getting organised in the
morning and getting all their ski equipment ready.
Another great day on the slopes saw some excellent
progress! After skiing the students took the ski lift
up to the top of the mountains! They enjoyed time
taking photos, and enjoying the cafe too.

Day 5 Wednesday - It was our 3rd day of skiing and
students had progressed rapidly; going up to the
harder and stepper slopes! In the evening the
students got into teams for the local scavenger
hunt, where they had lots of tasks to do! After that,
it was time to pack up suitcases and get ready for
the final day!

Day 6 Thursday - The final day of skiing! Students
were excited for their last day of skiing, and all
students had the opportunity to go down different
slopes depending on how advanced their skiing skills
had become!

"From mastering the
slopes to making
lifelong memories,
our week in Spiazzi
was an unforgettable
adventure filled with
laughter, progress,
and new
friendships."
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By Miss Keefe, Trip Lead & Head of Year 8

After skiing, it was a military operation to get all 96
students showered and ready to travel home. Luckily all
the students were great and ready for an early dinner
and to be picked up in the evening to start the journey
home!

Day 7 Friday - Home!! The coaches were full of sleeping
children on the way home with the busy week catching
up with them. An oncoming storm threatened to delay
our journey, but thankfully it didn’t and we were able to
get home slightly earlier than planned. We did, however,
have a very choppy ferry journey home! We arrived back
to Lealands by 5.45pm where we were greeted by
excited families looking forward to hearing all about the
week.

Everyone had an amazing time, including the staff. We
were extremely thankful for no major injuries and
everyone getting home safe and sound.

The ski trip was an unforgettable week which we hope
we can repeat in the future!

‘WOW! This *rip was a once in a lifetime oln/por*unify
and it was such a magica/ exlnerience on the slopes.
Everyone was /ove/y and | loved naving lots of

independence when growing my s/eiing skills as well as

ne//o when needed. The instructors were nign/y skilled
and | definhle/g recommend this 7Lrilp to Ha/y. | loved

every secona/ and CGH‘* wah‘ 7L0 See I?f we ge* H)e cnance

fo go again"‘ ~ Ange/, Year &

"The frip was amazing and the instructors are very nice
and give instructions even H;ougn *ney slnea/e italian. |1
was a nice *rip and a lot of my friends were en-/'o_tjing it
as well". ~ Danya/, Year |l

| enjo_tjea’ the views especia//y going up to the cafe area

on the ski lift and being able to ski with my friends and
have fun'. ~ Amelia, Year 9

”/ enjoyed H1e s/e/lng and TLhe IHS*FMC?LOI"S were very nice.

| also liked how we 307[ free time in the even/ng ~
Ri/ey Year §

My favourite Inar* of the 7Lrilp was ge*?‘ing fo slnena/ a

week with my friends and learning how to do somethin

new that | wouldn't have had the olplpor*unhty to do
otherwise . ~ Ho//y Year 10
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More photos from the trip are available to view on the Gallery
page of our website:

https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/italy2025



https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/italy2025
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Become part of the new PTA at Lealands

We have an exciting opportunity
to become part of our school
community through the formation
of a Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA)

Gauging Interest in Forming a
PTA

As we explore the possibility of
establishing a PTA at Lealands
High School, we are keen to gauge
the interest and enthusiasm
among our parents and carers. A
PTA can play a significant role in
enhancing the educational
experience of our students by fostering collaboration between parents,
teachers, and the school community.

The Purpose and Benefits of a PTA.
A PTA could offer numerous benefits, including:

. Supporting School Initiatives: By working together, a PTA can help raise
funds for school resources, extracurricular activities, and special projects.

. Strengthening Community Ties: Building a strong school community by
facilitating communication and collaboration between parents and staff.

- Providing a Voice: Offering a platform for parents to voice their ideas and
concerns regarding school policies and initiatives.

Expressing Your Interest

« Express Your Interest in the PTA: We invite you to indicate your interest in
joining our PTA by completing this expression of interest form:
https://forms.gle/WhGasNyNxXUXmuw38.

. Information Session: Based on the responses, we may organise an informal
meeting or coffee morning to discuss the formation of the PTA further.

. Stay Informed: Keep an eye out for updates regarding the next steps in this
exciting initiative.

We believe that with your support, we can create a vibrant and impactful PTA
that benefits all members of our school community. If you have any questions
or would like more information, please feel free to contact Mrs Strachan by
email at admin@lealands.luton.sch.uk or telephone 01582 611600.

Thank you for considering this opportunity to enhance our school community.
We look forward to your feedback and involvement.


https://forms.gle/WhGasNyNxXUXmuw38
mailto:admin@lealands.luton.sch.uk
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"Exceptional
literacy
achievement!
Two students
made over 20
months of
reading
progress during
the Autumn
Term."

By Mrs Fendick, Literacy & Numeracy Teacher

We are excited to announce the exceptional literacy
achievements of two students during the Autumn
Term!

Both made over 20 months progress in their reading.
Well done!

Year 7: Amina 71BG

Year 8: Fisnik 85ST

Both students have demonstrated excellence in
literacy through their impressive progress.

Keep up the fantastic work!
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By Ms Rezaei, LRC Co-ordinator

Congratulations to 85ST and 77IM who are currently in the lead for the
Accelerated Reader competition.

Can another tutor group take the lead?

Remember the deadline is Monday 3rd March, which is the start of Literacy
Week here at Lealands.

We will be hosting a range of activities for students to take part in and
soon will be issuing £1 book tokens.

Please check the Lealands social media/your emails for updates. Looking
forward to everyone taking part.

If you have any questions, please ask Ms Rezaei, our Learning Resource
Co-ordinator.
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By Ms Rezaei, LRC Co-ordinator
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By Ms Rezaei, LRC Co-ordinator

mh (et \ [ 7
N 4

Science week is just around the

corner, taking place between 7th
and 16th of March. The Science
Department have planned a series
of special assemblies and lessons
for Key Stage 3 during this week.
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By Mrs Woolmer-Brennan, Director of Performing Arts

On Wednesday bth February, the
Performing Arts team took 40 students
to see The Lion King at the Lyceum
Theatre London, and what a day it was!

Travelling down on the train in the winter
sunshine, we alighted at London
Blackfriars and walked down the South
Bank soaking in the sights of Saint
Paul's, Big Ben and the London Eye.

We arrived at the theatre and students
settled down in their seats, snacks in
hand ready for the show to begin. For
the next 2 and half hours we were
transported to the African Savannah
with Rafiki, Simba and the whole gang.

The show was incredible; the use of the
aisles in the performance meant that
students were able to experience that
up close feeling; a highlight was one
poor Year 11 receiving a fright from the
hyenas bounding past her during ‘Be
Prepared’!

The songs, dance numbers and moving
performances from the cast meant the
students were enraptured from start to
finish. Our students were an absolute
credit to our school and it will definitely
be an experience they will remember and
they have the mountains of photos and
selfies to prove it!
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By Mr Taplin, Head of Year 9

On 19 December 2024, we had the pleasure
of welcoming representatives from Luton
Foodbank to collect all the incredible
donations from our school community.
During their visit, they also collaborated
with our Charity Ambassadors as part of
their Young Ambassador Programme.

The Foodbank team was blown away by the
generosity  shown, and our Charity
Ambassadors were absolute stars—bagging,
boxing, and packing everything up for
transportation.

A special shoutout to Blu in Year 7, who
received a well-deserved award for
completing a 10km run and raising nearly
£700 for the Foodbank! Such an
outstanding achievement—we’re all so
proud of you!

Thank you to everyone who contributed to
this appeal. Together, we more than doubled
last year’s donations! Let's keep making a
difference!
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