
Upcoming Events:

12.02.25 - Year 9 Parents Evening

17.02.25 - February Half-Term

24.02.25 - Start of Spring Term 2

Visit the 'Key Dates for Your Diary' page inside
for more important upcoming events!
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Headteacher’s Introduction
John Burridge, Headteacher

Dear  Parent/Carer ,

As I  wr ite  to  you,  our  Year  11 students are  working

hard in  their  mock GCSE examinat ions.  They are  h ighly

focused and have been benefitt ing from al l  the

support  and help  staff  have provided dur ing th is

chal lenging t ime.Year  11 have a l l  made their

appl icat ions for  the next  step of  their  educational

journey after  Lealands with  a  great  deal  of  support

from our  Careers Leader ,  Miss Gr iff ith  and their

teachers and tutors.  We wish them wel l  with  their

mocks,  upcoming GCSEs and future p lans as we pass

the halfway point  of  the academic year  and look

forward to  their  future success.

Thi s  week,  aroun d 150  Year  1 0 stude n ts are  at t ending work  exper ience to  get  a

real  insi ght  in  to  th e d emands and  s k i l ls  req uired t o  be successf ul  in  the

workplace.  Some more studen ts wi l l  get  t h is  exper ience af t er  half  t erm.  We know

that  th is  can be such a  v al uable  an d r ewarding part  of  t heir  educat ion t owards the

worl d  of  work  and I  am gra t ef u l  t o  Mr  Quddus and a l l  t he staf f  who have supported

so many to  f ind suita bl e  p l ace ments th i s  year .  We look  f orward to  hear ing about

thei r  many adventures when they  r etur n  af t er  half  t erm.

Leal ands was recentl y  h i ghl i ght ed i n  a  t oolk it  wit h  advice for  ot her  schools

nat i onal ly  about  attend ance  a nd su pp ort ing st udent s and f ami l ies.  We have

exper ienced a  great  d eal  of  su ccess  i n  t h is  area and it  is  p leasing to  have been

recogni sed by  the De partment fo r  Educat ion for  t he except ional  work  we do.

Attendance nat i onal ly  has re duce d s i gnif icant ly  f o l lowing t he C ovid19 Pandemic

and this  is  taking a  long t i me t o  re cover .  Bui ld ing resi l ience and t he value of

attendance and part i c i pat i o n  i s  a  k ey ro l e  f or  schools  and parent s,  g iv ing chi ldren

the tools  they n eed to  be su ccessful  throughout  l i f e .  We k now that  sometimes

l i fe ’ s  chal lenges ca n  be  d i ff i cul t  for  both st udent s and parent s. If  you are

struggl ing,  p l ease don’ t  he si ta te to  speak  t o  us about  t he help  and support  that  is

avai lable .Ear ly  interve n t ion i s  a l ways the most  successf ul  way t o  k eep students

on-track.

Al ongside engagi ng a n d pos it i ve l earn ing,  we want  our  student s t o  real ly  enjoy

everything that  school  has to  o ffer  which is  why we have so many tr ips,  v is its ,

workshops and c lubs.  P l e ase e nc ourage  your  chi ld  t o  part ic ipate f u l ly  and get  the

benefits  of  a l l  these oppor tu n i t i es ava i l able  t o  t hem.  It  was f antast ic  t o  run our

f i rst  ever  ski  tr ip  to  I ta l y  th i s  term wi t h  near ly  100 st udent s making t he long

j ourney and having an abso l u t el y  fa n t ast ic  t ime.  We are looking f orward a l ready to

next  year ’s  tr i p  whi c h  wi l l  be  to  the  s ame locat ion (a lt hough possibly  f ly ing rather

than the very  long co ach t r i p ;  the only  downside t hat  st udent s noted in

feedback!) .
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Headteacher’s Introduction
John Burridge, Headteacher

Last  term,  th e major i t y  of  Ye ar  7  went  t o  Manor  Advent ure in  Norfolk  for  an

activ ity  and team bui ld i ng r esi denti a l .  They a lso had a  f ant ast ic  t ime and we

are looking to  run a  s i mi lar  t r i p  aga i n  next  year .T his  is  a longside our  many day

tr i ps to  p laces such as mus eums and  t he t heat re.  A l l  of  t hese a l low st udents

to gain  exper iences a nd knowl e dge o ut side of  school  which enhance their

education and suppor t  t h i s .

Thi s  newsletter  conta in s a  long l i st  of  c lubs t hat  are  avai lable  and I  would

encourage you to  d isc u ss t h ese  wi th  y our  chi ld  t o  ensure t hey are  mak ing the

most of  the opportuni t ies  pro vi d ed.

We recently  renewed our  c ater i ng co n t ract  with  Aspens f ol lowing excel lent

feedback from students and  sta ff . Th e f ood provided by  our  cat er ing t eam is

excel lent  and enj oye d by  abo ut  83% o f  st udent s every  day.  T he main  meal  at

£2.50,  which incl udes  a  de ssert ,  r emai ns exceptional  value f or  money and is

very  popular .  Whi lst  t h ere  are  conti nue d pressure t o  increase pr ices,  we have

worked hard wi th  the cate rers  to  ens u re a  substant ia l  healthy meal  is  avai lable

dai ly  for  th is  excep t iona l ly  l ow pr ice .  Our  student  voice group wi l l  soon be

working with  Aspens on some exci t ing menu development s.

Thi s  newsletter  a l so contai ns  in fo rmat i on about  t he development  of  a  Parent

Teacher  Associat ion .We ar e p lea sed  to  have received a  good level  of  interest

from parents/care rs  r egard ing th i s  an d I  am grat ef ul  t o  Mrs Strachan for

l eadi ng th is  br i l l i ant  de vel opme n t .  I f  you are  interest ed in  support ing the

school  more and be i n g a  pa rt  of  t h i s  development,  p lease do cont act  Mrs

Strachan.

I t  has been a  l ong,  dark  and  col d  wi n t er ,  but  we are  a l l  look ing f orward to  the

j oys of  Spr ing around th e cor ner  an d ma k ing the most  of  t he improved weather

wi th  more outdo or  expe r i e n ces .

Mr J Burri dge

Headteacher



Mark your
calendars with
these key dates -
stay informed and
never miss an
important event!

Key dates for your diary:
Year 11 Spring Mocks Week 1: Monday 10th - Friday 14th February 2025

Year 10 Work Experience Week 1: Monday 10th - Friday 14th February 2025

Year 9 Parents Evening/Options Evening: Wednesday 12th February 2025

Half-Term: Monday 17th - Friday 21st February 2025

Start of Spring Term 2: Monday 24th February 2025

Year 11 Spring Mocks Week 2: Monday 24th - Friday 28th February 2025

Year 10 Work Experience Week 2: Monday 24th - Friday 28th February 2025
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Save the date: 
School Production of The Wizard of Oz:

Tuesday 25th - Thursday 27th March 2025

Geography Field Trips: 

Tuesday 1st, Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd April 2025

Start of Summer Term 1:

Tuesday 22nd April 2025

Term Dates:
Spring Term:

Monday 6th January 2025 - Friday 4th April 2025

Half Term:

Monday 17th February 2025 - Friday 21st February 2025

Summer Term:

Tuesday 22nd April 2025 - Friday 18th July 2025

Half Term:

Monday 26th May 2025 - Friday 30th May 2025

Full academic term dates for 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 can be found on the school website:

https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/termdates

https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/termdates


Value of the Month 
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F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 5



Sports Updates
By The PE Department
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Swimming

The annual  swimming gala  on December  17th was a
fantastic  day of  competit ion.  We took a  team of  28
students,  a l l  of  whom performed br i l l iant ly .

Our  Year  8  boys c la imed 1st  p lace and were crowned
champions!  The Year  7  boys,  competing up an age
group against  the Year  8s,  put  in  an incredib le  effort
to f in ish 2nd.

The Year  8  g i r ls  secured 3rd p lace,  whi le  the Year  7
gir ls ,  a lso competing against  o lder  students,  f in ished
4th.

Among our  o lder  swimmers,  the Year  9-11 gir ls  p laced
3rd overal l  and the boys narrowly  missed out  on a
medal ,  f in ishing 4th.

A fantast ic  day of  swimming from everyone involved!

Cross Country

A huge wel l  done to  a l l  our  students who represented
Lealands at  the annual  cross country  event,  braving
the cold  and muddy condit ions.

Congratulat ions to  the 10 students who qual if ied for
the county competit ion at  Ampthi l l  Park ,  where they’ l l
race for  a  spot  in  the Engl ish Schools  Cross Country
Championship  in  Manchester !

Specia l  mentions to  Bartoz in  Year  9  who medal led in
3rd and Isabel la  in  Year  7  who medal led in  2nd.   

County f inal ists:

Year  7  Isabel la  M,  Viv  S  and El idona K
Year  8  Rebeca S and Di l l ian  B
Year  9  Bartoz K  and Caleb M 
Year  11 Joni  S  and Camel ia  C

Lealands celebrates
outstanding sports
achievements!  Year
8 boys win the
swimming gala,  boys
& gir ls  excel  in
basketball ,  and 10
students qualify  for
the county cross
country
competition!  
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Sports Updates
By The PE Department

Year 7 Basketball

We are thr i l led  to  announce that  our  Year  7  basketbal l
team has achieved a  fantast ic  mi lestone by secur ing
2nd place in  the county championship!  This  remarkable
accompl ishment is  a  testament to  the hard work,
dedicat ion and teamwork d isplayed by our  young
athletes throughout  the season.  

We would  l ike  to  extend our  heartfelt  congratulat ions
to each p layer  for  their  incredib le  effort  and
commitment.  Your  passion for  the game and your
abi l i ty  to  work together  as a  team have tru ly  paid  off .  

Let ’s  continue to  support  our  athletes as they str ive
for  excel lence in  future competit ions.

Year 8 Basketball

Our  Year  8  g i r ls  once again  qual i f ied for  the county
competit ion th is  year .  

In  a  chal lenging draw,  they faced Cardinal  Newman
first  and narrowly  lost  by  just  one basket.  

Their  next  match was against  Arnold  Academy,  which,
a long with  Cardinal  Newman,  were the two toughest
teams in  the competit ion!  

Despite  these in it ia l  setbacks,  the g i r ls  went  on to
win  a l l  of  their  remaining matches,  secur ing an
impressive 3rd p lace f in ish in  the county.  

Excel lent  work,  g i r ls !

Boys Basketball

Well  done to  the Year  8  boys’  basketbal l  team,  who
for  the second year  running came 2nd in  the county.

The boys won a l l  their  games on route to  the f inal ,
where they came up against  Wixams,  who had beaten
al l  of  their  teams by at  least  20 points en route to
the f inal .  The boys competed superbly  throughout
the f inal  and managed to  keep the game close but
unfortunately  lost  by  7  points.  Wel l  done for  a
fantast ic  effort .  

Team players are  Malachy,  Logan,  Nemai ,  R i ley ,
Wi l l iam and F i l l ip .  



"Riley's achievement is
a testament to his
dedication and talent,
inspiring us all to reach
for the stars."

Outstanding Achievement! 
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W e  a r e  th r i l l e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t ha t  R i ley ,  one of  our
Y e a r  8  s tu d e nt s  a t  L e a l a n d s  H i gh Sc hool ,  ha s
b e e n  s e le c t e d  to  r e p r e s e n t  t h e D MT  (Double  M ini
T r a m p o l i n e )  E n g l a n d  s q u a d  th is  y ear .  T his
p r e s t ig i o u s  s e l e c t i o n  i s  a  t es ta ment to  R i ley 's
d e d i c a t io n ,  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  a n d ex c eptiona l  ta lent
i n  t h e  s p o r t .

H u g e  c o n g r a tu la t i o n s  t o  R i l e y  a n d we wis h h im a l l
t h e  s u c c e s s  a s  h e  e m b a r k s  o n  t h is  excit ing new
c h a p te r .  H is  h ar d  w o r k  a n d  d e t e r minat ion serve as
a n  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  u s  a l l ,  r e mi nding us of  the
h e i g h t s  t ha t  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  w i t h  dedic a t ion and
p e r s e v e r a n c e .



On the f i rst  day of  residentia l  we d id  fencing and
learnt  new ski l ls  such as how we put  the gear  on,
how to p lay  and how you move when playing.  Fencing
was real ly  fun and everyone enjoyed it !
 
We a lso d id  some cl imbing and it  was real ly  fun
especia l ly  when our  teacher  had a  go.  There were
two levels  of  c l imbing,  one was easy and one was
hard (personal ly  I  found them both easy) .

After  that  we did  some caving that  I  personal ly  real ly
enjoyed and would  do it  again .  We played d ifferent
games whi le  caving such as ‘among us’  and ‘h ide ‘n ’
seek’ .
‘
We a lso d id  a  scavenger  hunt  and we went searching
al l  around campus and it  was real ly  fun except  that  it
was cold  and damp.

Sadly  I  had to  miss out  on th is  one but  my group d id
some kayaking and canoeing and hear ing about  how
it  went  they a l l  enjoyed it  and a l l  got  wet!

We also had chi l led out  games such as quizzes and
everyone was very  creat ive and it  was interest ing
what people's  quizzes were.

We had free game t ime,  so we could  choose a  few
games and p lay  them.  We played some dodgebal l  and
a fun shark  game l ike  bul ldog.

Then not  knowing the b ig  surpr ise,  we had a  sweetie
bar  and brought  a  lot  of  sweets and f izzy  dr inks!

Now the b ig  surpr ise came WE HAD A DISCO!
Everyone was so excited to  party  we danced,  sang
and a  lot  of  us went  on the dance f loor  and struck
some moves.

But  on the second n ight  our  teacher  that  was in  our
house was so k ind and gave us snacks and we had a
chi l l  out  t ime and p layed games such as ‘What do
you meme?’  and ‘Guess that  f lag’ .

I t  was a l l  very  fun and everyone real ly  enjoyed it .

We went to  Manor  Adventure and it  was such an
amazing exper ience and I  hope that  we can do
something l ike  th is  again .

Year 7 Norfolk Activity Residential
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11th - 13th December 2024         By Megan L, Year 7

More photos from the tr ip  are avai lable to view on the Gal lery page of  our  website:  

h t t p s: / / w w w . le a l a nds . lu ton. sc h.uk /y7norfolk 2 024

https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/y7norfolk2024


PAGE 10

Languages - Active Learn
By The Languages Department

The Languages Department would like to congratulate the following

students for great effort on ActiveLearn during December and

January. There are also several students who achieved Epraise badges

for their overall progress, with a total of 1085 badges given since the

start of the year. 

Well done to everyone mentioned!

Remember, students can get badges at the following points -

25% - Bronze Badge - 5 extra STEPs

50% - Silver Badge - 10 extra STEPs

75% - Gold Badge - 15 extra STEPs

100% - Platinum Badge - 20 extra STEPs

Extra tasks - Extra Badge - 25 extra STEPs.

Languages teachers have given everyone 1 STEP for every 2%

completed and Mr McCracken has added the badges already.

“Outstanding effort
in Languages! Keep
pushing for your
next badge and earn
those extra STEPs!”

ActiveLearn Epraise badges awarded during December & January
Year 7
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ActiveLearn Epraise badges awarded during December & January
Year 8

ActiveLearn Epraise badges awarded during December & January
Year 9
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ActiveLearn Epraise badges awarded during December & January
Year 10 & 11

Most Able Students Update
This  term wi l l  see the start  of  the Br i l l iant
Club programme for  a  select  number  of
Lealands’  Year  9  and 10 students.  

The selected students wi l l  undertake 7
hours of  degree level  tutor ia ls  del ivered
by a  PHD tutor .  Lealands students wi l l
then complete a  f inal  assessment in  hope
of  successful ly  graduating from the
programme.   

Students who successful ly  graduate wi l l  attend their  graduation
ceremony in  the summer term at  Wadham Col lege,  Oxford.
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Ski Trip - Italy 2025
By Miss Keefe, Trip Lead & Head of Year 8

On Saturday 18th January,  96 excited students from
Years 8-11 set  off  on an excit ing week- long journey
to Spiazzi ,  I ta ly ,  to  master  the art  of  ski ing,  enjoy
new exper iences and forge last ing fr iendships.

Day 1 Saturday -  Our  f i rst  day of  travel l ing  was
general ly  uneventful .  We travel led by  coach to  Dover ,   
catching the ferry  and then the long dr ive began!
Through France and Switzer land eventual ly  arr iv ing in
Ita ly .

Day 2 Sunday  -  When we arr ived at  our  resort  on
Sunday afternoon,  students took in  the beautifu l
v iew and hotel  and got  checked into their  rooms.  I t
was then t ime to  get  organised!  Students had to  get
their  sk i  boots f itted and checked,  as  wel l  as  their
skis .  A l l  organised and ready for  the morning it  was
time for  d inner  and bed after  a  long 2 days of
travel l ing!

Day 3 Monday  -  F i rst  day ski ing!  Students were put
into groups and began learning a l l  the basics.  They
did  a  fantast ic  job in  their  groups.  An extended
dinner  of  a  var iety  of  p izzas that  a l l  students had an
opportunity  to  try  was a  great  way to  recover  from
the f i rst  fu l l  day of  ski ing!  In  the evening the
students had free t ime to  re lax  and socia l ise in  the
games room!

Day 4 Tuesday -  On the 2nd day of  ski ing,  the
students were excel lent  at  gett ing organised in  the
morning and gett ing a l l  their  sk i  equipment ready.
Another  great  day on the s lopes saw some excel lent
progress!  After  ski ing the students took the ski  l i ft
up to  the top of  the mountains!  They enjoyed t ime
taking photos,  and enjoying the cafe too.  

Day 5 Wednesday  -  I t  was our  3rd day of  ski ing and
students had progressed rapid ly ;  going up to  the
harder  and stepper  s lopes!  In  the evening the
students got  into teams for  the local  scavenger
hunt,  where they had lots  of  tasks to  do!  After  that ,
it  was t ime to   pack up suitcases and get  ready for
the f inal  day!  

Day 6 Thursday  -  The f inal  day of  ski ing!  Students
were excited for  their  last  day of  ski ing,  and a l l
students had the opportunity  to  go down different
slopes depending on how advanced their  sk i ing ski l ls
had become!  

"From mastering the
slopes to making
lifelong memories,
our  week in  Spiazzi
was an unforgettable
adventure f i l led with
laughter,  progress,  
and new
friendships."
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Ski Trip - Italy 2025
By Miss Keefe, Trip Lead & Head of Year 8

After  ski ing,  i t  was a  mi l i tary  operat ion to  get  a l l  96
students showered and ready to  travel  home.  Lucki ly  a l l
the students were great  and ready for  an ear ly  d inner
and to  be p icked up in  the evening to  start  the journey
home!

Day 7 Friday  -  Home! !  The coaches were fu l l  of  s leeping
chi ldren on the way home with  the busy week catching
up with  them.  An oncoming storm threatened to  delay
our  journey,  but  thankful ly  i t  d idn’t  and we were able  to
get  home sl ight ly  ear l ier  than p lanned.  We did ,  however ,
have a  very  choppy ferry  journey home!  We arr ived back
to Lealands by  5.45pm where we were greeted by
excited fami l ies  looking forward to  hear ing a l l  about  the
week.

Everyone  had an amazing t ime,  including the staff .  We
were extremely  thankful  for  no major  in jur ies and
everyone gett ing home safe and sound.  

The ski  tr ip  was an unforgettable  week which we hope
we can repeat  in  the future!

“WOW! Th i s  t r i p  was  a  once  i n  a  l i f e t ime  oppo r tun i t y
and  i t  was  such  a  mag i c a l  e x pe r i e n ce  on  the  s l o p e s .
E ve ryone  was  l o v e l y  and  I  l o v e d  ha v i ng  l o t s  o f
i n d ependence  when  g r ow i ng  my sk i i n g  s k i l l s  a s  we l l  a s
he l p  when  needed .  The  i n s t ruc t o r s  were  h i gh l y  s k i l l e d
and  I  d e f i n i t e l y  r e c ommend  th i s  t r i p  t o  I t a l y .  I  l o v e d
e v e ry  s e c ond  and  can ' t  wa i t  t o  s e e  i f  we  ge t  the  chance
t o  g o  aga i n ” .  ~  Ange l ,  Y ea r  8

“ The  t r i p  was  amaz i ng  and  the  i n s t ruc t o r s  a r e  v e ry  n i c e
and  g i v e  i n s t ruc t i o n s  e v en  th ough  they  speak  i t a l i a n .  I t
was  a  n i c e  t r i p  and  a  l o t  o f  my f r i e nd s  were  en j o y i ng  i t
a s  we l l ” .  ~  Danya l ,  Y ea r  1 1

“ I  e n j o y ed  the  v i ews  e spec i a l l y  g o i n g  up  t o  the  ca fe  a r ea
on  the  s k i  l i f t  and  be i ng  ab l e  t o  s k i  w i t h  my f r i e nd s  and
have  fun ” .  ~  Ame l i a ,  Y ea r  9

“ I  en j o yed  the  s k i i n g  and  the  i n s t ruc t o r s  were  v e ry  n i c e .
I  a l s o  l i k e d  h ow we  go t  f r e e  t ime  i n  t he  e v en i ng ” .  ~
R i l e y ,  Y ear  8

“My fa v ou r i t e  pa r t  o f  the  t r i p  was  ge t t i n g  t o  spend  a
week  w i t h  my f r i e nd s  and  l e a rn i ng  h ow t o  d o  s ometh i ng
new tha t  I  wou l dn ' t  ha ve  had  the  oppo r tun i t y  t o  d o
o the rw i s e ” .  ~  Ho l l y ,  Y ea r  10



More photos from the tr i p  are avai l abl e to vi ew on the Gal l ery

page of  our  websi te:  

https://www. lealands. luton.sch.uk/ ita ly2025
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Ski Trip - Italy 2025

https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/italy2025
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W e h a v e a n  exc i t i ng opportuni ty
to becom e part  of  our  sc hool
c om m u nity  through the formation
of  a  P a rent-T eacher  As soc iat ion
(PTA)

Gaugin g In ter est in  For ming a
PTA

As we explore the poss i bi l i ty  of
esta bl ish in g a  PT A at  Leal ands
High  S ch ool ,  we are  k een to  gauge
the in terest  and enthus i asm
a m on g ou r  parents  and c arers.  A
P TA ca n p la y  a  s i gnif i cant  ro l e  in
enhan cing the educati onal  

Join Our Community!
Become part of the new PTA at Lealands

ex per ien ce of  our  students  by  foster ing col laborat ion between parents,
t each ers,  a nd the s chool  c ommunity .

The P u rpos e and  Benefits  of  a  PTA.

A  P TA cou ld  offer  numerous benefits ,  including:

S upport ing School  Init iatives:  By  working together ,  a  PTA can help  ra ise
fu n ds for  school  resourc es,  extracurr icular  act iv it ies,  and specia l  projects.
S t re n gt hening Community Ties:  Bui ld ing a  strong school  community  by
fa ci l i tat ing communi cat i on and col laborat ion between parents and staff .
P ro v idin g a  Voice:  O ffer i ng a  p latform for  parents to  voice their  ideas and
concern s regardi ng s chool  pol ic ies and in it iat ives.

E xp re s s ing Y our Inter est

Expre ss  Y our Inter est in  the PTA:  We invite  you to  indicate your  interest  in
jo in in g our  PTA by complet ing th is  expression of  interest  form:
h ttps:/ / f orms . gl e/WhGasNyNxXUXmuw38 .
In fo rma tion Session:  Based on the responses,  we may organise an informal
m eetin g or  coffee morni ng to  d iscuss the formation of  the PTA further .
S t ay  I nfor med :  Keep an eye out  for  updates regarding the next  steps in  th is
excit in g in it i at i ve.

We bel iev e that  wi th  your  s upport ,  we can create a  v ibrant  and impactful  PTA
t hat  ben ef its  a l l  members  of  our  school  community .  I f  you have any questions
or  w ould  l ike  more i nformati on,  p lease feel  f ree to  contact  Mrs Strachan  by
emai l  a t  a dmin@lealand s.luton.sch.uk  or  te lephone 01582 611600 .

Th ank y ou  f or  c onsi der i ng th i s  opportunity  to  enhance our  school  community .
We look f orward to  your  feedbac k and involvement.

https://forms.gle/WhGasNyNxXUXmuw38
mailto:admin@lealands.luton.sch.uk
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Celebrating Literacy Excellence
By Mrs Fendick, Literacy & Numeracy Teacher

"Exceptional
literacy
achievement! 
Two students
made over 20
months of
reading
progress during
the Autumn
Term."

W e  a r e  e xcite d t o  anno unc e the exc eptional  l i tera cy
a c h i e v e ments of  two stude nts dur ing the Autumn
T e r m !  

B o th  m a de over  20 mont hs pro gres s in  their  reading.  

W e l l  do n e!  

Y e a r  7 :  A mina 71BG

Y e a r  8 :  F isnik  85ST

B o th  s tudents  h ave demo nstra ted exc el lenc e in
l i te r a c y  through the ir  i mpressive progress .  

K e e p  up t he fanta st ic  w o rk!
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Accelerated Reader Competition
By Ms Rezaei, LRC Co-ordinator

C o n g r a t u la t io n s  t o  8 5 S T  a n d  77IM who a re  c urrent ly  in  the lead for  t h e
A c c e l e r a t e d  R e a d e r  c o m p e t i t i on.  

C a n  a n o t h e r  t uto r  g r o u p  t a k e  t he lead?  

R e m e m b e r  th e  d e a d l i n e  i s  M o nda y 3rd M a rch,  whic h is  the start  o f  L i te rac y
W e e k  h e r e  a t  L e a l a n d s .  

W e  w i l l  be  h o s t i n g  a  r a n g e  o f  act iv it ies for  students  to  tak e  p ar t  i n  an d
s o o n  w i l l  b e  i s s u i n g  £ 1  b o o k  t ok ens.  

P l e a s e  c h e c k  th e  L e a l a n d s  s oc ia l  media /y our  emai ls  for  update s.  Lo o k ing
f o r w a r d  t o  e v e r y o n e  t a k i n g  p a r t .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a ny  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e as k  M s  R ez aei ,  our  Learning Re sourc e  
C o - o r d i n a t o r .
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Accelerated Reader Competition
By Ms Rezaei, LRC Co-ordinator
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Accelerated Reader Competition
By Ms Rezaei, LRC Co-ordinator

Science Week:

Science week is  just  around the
corner ,  taking p lace between 7th
and 16th of  March.  The Science
Department have p lanned a  ser ies
of  specia l  assembl ies and lessons
for  Key Stage 3 dur ing th is  week.  

7th - 16th March 2025
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The Lion King Theatre Trip
By Mrs Woolmer-Brennan, Director of Performing Arts

O n  W e d n e s d a y  5 t h  F e b r ua ry ,  the

P e r f o r m i n g  A r ts  t e a m  t o o k  4 0  s tudents

t o  s e e  T h e  L i o n  K i n g  a t  t h e L yceum

T h e a t r e  L o n do n ,  a n d  w h a t  a  d a y  i t  wa s!  

T r a v e l l i n g  d o w n o n  t h e  t r a i n  i n  t he winter

s u n s h i n e ,  w e  a l i g h t e d  a t  L ondon

B l a c k f r i a r s  an d  w a l k e d  d o w n  t h e South

B a n k  s o a k i ng  i n  t h e  s i g h t s  o f  Saint

P a u l 's ,  B i g  B e n  a n d  t h e  L o n d o n  E ye.  

W e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  t h e a t r e  a n d students

s e t t l e d  d o w n i n  t h e i r  s e a t s ,  s nac ks  in

h a n d  r e a d y  fo r  t h e  s h o w  t o  b egin .  For

t h e  n e x t  2  and  h a l f  h o u r s  we were

t r a n s p o r t e d  to  t h e  A f r i c a n  Sav annah

w i t h  R a f i k i ,  S im b a  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  gang.  

T h e  s h o w  w a s  i n c r e d i b l e ;  t h e  u s e of  the

a i s l e s  i n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  m eant that

s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  e x p e r ie nc e tha t

u p  c l o s e  f e e l in g ;  a  h i g h l i g h t  w as one

p o o r  Y e a r  1 1  re c e i v i n g  a  f r i g ht  f rom the

h y e n a s  b o u n d in g  p a s t  h e r  d u r ing ‘Be

P r e p a r e d ’ !  

T h e  s o n g s ,  d a n c e  n u m b e r s  a n d  moving

p e r f o r m a n c e s  f r o m  t h e  c a s t  m eant  the

s t u d e n t s  w e r e  e n r a p t u r e d  f r o m  s tart  to

f i n i s h .  O u r  s t ud e n t s  w e r e  a n a bs olute

c r e d it  t o  o u r  s c h o o l  a n d  i t  w i l l  d ef in itely

b e  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e y  w i l l  r e m ember  a nd

t h e y  h a v e  th e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  ph otos and

s e l f ie s  t o  p r o ve  i t !
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Mock GCSE Timetable - Spring 2025
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On 19 Dece mber  20 24,  we h ad the p l easure
o f  wel c oming rep resent at iv e s f r om Luton
Foodbank  to  co l lec t  a l l  the i n credib le
d onat ions f r om ou r  s choo l  community .
Du r i ng their  v is i t ,  the y a l so  col l aborat ed
wi t h our  Char ity  Ambassad o rs  a s part  of
their  Young Amba ss ador  Pro gr amme.

The Foodb ank  team was bl own away  by  the
generosi t y  shown,  and  our  Char ity
Ambassa do rs we re abs olut e  st ar s—bagging,
boxi ng,  a n d pack in g ev e ry thing  up for
transport at ion.  

A  speci a l  s h ou to ut  t o  Bl u  i n  Y e a r  7,  who
received a  wel l - de ser ve d award f or
compl et i ng a  10k m r u n a n d ra i s i ng near ly
£700 for  t he  Foo dba n k!   Su ch an
o u tstand ing achievement —we’ r e  a l l  so
proud  of  you!

Thank  you to  ev e ry o n e wh o  cont r ibu ted t o
thi s  appea l .  Toge t h e r ,  we more  t h an d oubled
l ast  ye ar ’ s  d onati ons!   Let ' s  ke e p making a
d if f er ence !  

The Luton Foodbank Appeal
By Mr Taplin, Head of Year 9
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