
Upcoming Events:

20.12.24 - End of Autumn Term 2

06.01.25 - Start of Spring Term 1

07.01.25 - Year 11 Parent
Information Evening

29.01.25 - Year 10 Parents Evening

Visit the 'Key Dates for Your Diary' page inside
for more important upcoming events!
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Headteacher’s Introduction
John Burridge, Headteacher

W e  b e g a n  t h i s  y e a r  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  t h e  best  beha v i o urs  a n d  at t it u d es  t o  l earn in g .  St u dents
h a v e  r e a l l y  t a k e n  t h i s  o n  b o a r d  a n d  t h i s  ha s b een  to  t he b en e f it  of  u s  a l l .  A ft er  Ch r i s t mas ,
w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  f o c u s  a n d  b u i l d  f u r the r  on o ur  w ork  i n  t h is  a r ea a n d  wi l l  b e  re len t les s  in
o u r  g o a l s .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o rt  i n  our  pa r tne r shi p  t og et h e r .  We are a ls o look in g
f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  o u r  n e w  p r o vi s i on  in  t he f orm er  E le a rn in g  Cen t re  b u i ld i n g at  t he
f r o n t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  B u i l d i n g  w o r k  w i l l  soon be co mpl e ted  a n d  w e wi l l  b e  work i n g  wi t h  t h e
L o c a l  A u t h o r i t y  t o  c r e a t e  a  c e n t r e  s u pport i n g  emo ti on al  wel lb ei n g ,  re s i l ien c e a n d  mental
h e a l t h  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h o s e  f r o m other  sc hool s  i n  th e fu t u r e.  I t  is  ex c it in g  t o  s ee  t h e
b u i l d i n g  c o m i n g  b a c k  t o  l i f e  f o r  s u c h  a n i mpo rta nt  r o l e  a f t er  m an y years .  We are a lso very
m u c h  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  2 0 2 5  S c h ool  P roducti o n of  T h e W izard  of  Oz,  fo l lowin g  a  s ne a k
p r e v i e w  o f  s o m e  e x c e p t i o n a l  s i n g i n g  a n d d anc i ng a t  the P re s en t a t ion  E ve n in g .

T h i s  t e r m  h a s  b e e n  i n c r e d i b l y  b u s y  w i t h  so ma ny  tr i ps ,  v i s i t s  an d  re w a r d s  e ven t s .  I t  is  great
t h a t  s o  m a n y  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  b e n e f i tt i ng f r om the se  an d  t h is  f in al  we ek ,  in  p art ic u lar ,
s e e s  h u n d r e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  v i s i t i n g  W i nter  W o nde r l a nd,  t h e Pan t om im e or  h avin g  a  f i l m
a f t e r n o o n  i n  s c h o o l  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  a n d ap preci a te the i r  fan t as t ic  c on t r ib u t io n s  t o  s c h ool
l i f e .  O u r  s t u d e n t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  g o  a b o v e a n d b ey ond  i n  s h owin g  res p on s i b i l i t y  a n d  t h is  is
e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  o f  t h e  S t u d e n t  V o i c e reps wh o c ont r i b u t ed  t o  t h e rec en t  Lu t on - wide
c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  s u c h  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  eng a g ement t o  hel p  m ak e  t h eir  t o wn  a  b et t er  p lac e
f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  o u r  c h a r i t y  a m ba ssa do r s a nd  s t u d e n t s  t h rou g h ou t  t h e s c h ool
h a v e  b e e n  s u p p o r t i n g  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  a  ph en ome na l  a m ou n t  o f  d o n a t ed  f ood  t o  t h e Lu t on
F o o d  B a n k ,  d o n a t i o n s  t o  S a v e  t h e  C h i l dren f o r  ou r  su cces s fu l  Ch r is t m as  J u m p er  day  an d
c a k e  s a l e  f o r  M a c M i l l a n  a m o n g  o t h ers.  S ta ff  h a v e  a l so  b een  c on t r ib u t in g  t h roug h  an
a m a z i n g  r a f f l e  ( i f  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  t o  r e c e p ti o n recen tl y ,  y ou  wi l l  h ave  s een  a n  en o r m ou s array
o f  b e a u t i f u l l y  p r e s e n t e d  p r i z e s  t h a n k s  to  s ta f f  an d Mrs  D ow n ey,  i n  p art ic u lar) .

P a r t i c u l a r  h i g h l i g h t s ,  t h i s  t e r m ,  h a v e  b een :  t he P r esent at i o n  E ven in g s  c ele b ra t in g  s o m an y
w o n d e r f u l  a c h i e v e m e n t s ;  o u r  W i n t e r  C onc ert  sh owc a s in g  am az in g ly  t a l en t ed an d
e n t e r t a i n i n g  s t u d e n t s ;  a n d  o u r  w h o l e  sc hool  R emem bra nc e Se r v ic e  w h ere d eep  re s p ect  was
s h o w n  b y  a l l .  

I n  t h i s  f i n a l  w e e k  o f  t e r m ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  enj oy i ng t a l k i ng to  s t u d en t s  in  as s em b l ies  ab out  t he
t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  m e a n i n g s  o f  C h r i s t m a s f ocu si ng o n ‘ the  s p i r it  of  Ch r is t m a s ’  wh ic h  is
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  a s  a  t i m e  o f  g i v i n g  a n d  b ei ng tha nkf ul  f or  a l l  t h e p os it i v e a n d  jo yfu l  t h in g s
i n  l i f e .  W e  a r e  a l s o  e n j o y i n g  s o m e  w o n derf ul  C h r i st ma s the m e d  t r eat s  p rep are d  b y  ou r  ver y
t a l e n t e d  c a t e r i n g  s t a f f !  

I  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l  C h r i s tma s  a nd exper i en ce s o m e o f  t h e ‘s p ir it  of  Ch r i s t mas ’
d u r i n g  t h i s  s e a s o n .

Dear  Parent/Carer ,

As we head towards the end of  term and 2024,  i t ’s  that  t ime
when we a l l  look backwards and forwards.  Lealands continues to
go from strength to  strength as we ref lect  on fantast ic  GCSE
results,  a  massive range of  wider  opportunit ies provided to
students,  cont inuous improvements in  learning and progress and
an enormous range of  wider  support  for  students and fami l ies
that  our  staff  provide.  We were a lso honoured to  be recognised
by the Department for  Education for  our  work  and success on
attendance;  having met with  the Government about  our  h ighly
effect ive pract ices and being publ ished in  a  toolk it  for  schools
nat ional ly  to  learn  from what  we do here.  We know that ,
fundamental ly ,  good attendance is  essentia l  for  continuity  of
learning and success as wel l  as  sett ing up good habits  for  l i fe .



Mark your
calendars with
these key dates -
stay informed and
never miss an
important event!

Key dates for your diary:
Student Christmas Lunch: Wednesday 18th December 2024

End of Autumn Term 2: Friday 20th December 2024*
*Key Stage 3 students finish at 12.20pm

*Key Stage 4 students finish at 12.30pm

Spring Term 1 Begins: Monday 6th January 2025

Year 11 Parent Information Evening: Tuesday 7th January 2025

Relationship & Sex Education Parental Information Evening:

Thursday 9th January 2025

Year 11 Parents Evening (online): Thursday 16th January 2025

Ski Trip Departs: Saturday 18th January 2025

Year 10 Parents Evening (online): Wednesday 29th January 2025
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Save the date:

Year 11 Evening of Excellence:

Thursday 6th February 2025

Year 10 Work Experience Begins:

Monday 10th February 2025

Year 9 Parents Evening/Options Evening (face to face):

Wednesday 12th February 2025

Year 8 Evening of Excellence:

Thursday 13th February 2025

End of Spring Term 1:

Friday 14th February 2025

Start of Spring Term 2:

Monday 24th February 2025

Term Dates:

Autumn Term: 

Wednesday 4th September - Friday 20th December 2024

Spring Term:

Monday 6th January 2025 - Friday 4th April 2025

Half Term:

Monday 17th February 2025 - Friday 21st February 2025

Full academic term dates for 2024-2025 can be found on the school website:

https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/termdates

https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/termdates


Value of the Month - December 2024
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O ccasional ly  du r in g  th e  y e a r ,  pa rt i cular ly  in  Winter ,  w e exper ience spel ls  of  ver y  bad

weather  (e .g .  sn o w).  Du r i n g  th e se  t imes w e w i l l  a lw ays do our  ver y  best  to  keep the

school  op en.  H o we v e r ,  t h e re  m a y  b e occasions that  w e have to  make the decis ion to

cl ose b ased on :

the safety  an d we l l b e i n g  o f  stu dents and staff

the numb er  o f  tea ch e rs wh o  a re  able  to  safely  tr avel  to  school  to  deter mine i f  we

have adequ a t e  n u m b e rs o f  te a cher s to  take c lasses

the sever ity  o f  th e  we at h e r ,  which impacts on w hether  the school  gr ounds  are

safe for  stu de n ts,  te a ch e rs a n d v is itor s

I n  the event  th a t  the  sch o o l  h a s to  c lose,  w e w i l l  a lw ays endeavour  to  g ive as muc h

no tice as p oss i b le .  Th e scho o l  wi l l  f o l low  these pr ocedur es to  not ify  par ents/carers :

Update the s c h o ol  we bs i t e  -  a  message w i l l  appear  in  r ed r unning acr oss the top

of  the home  scre e n ,  t h i s  sho u ld  be your  f i r st  point  of  r efer ence.

App Messa g e *  -  p a re nt s/ca re rs  w ho have dow nloaded our  M yED Parent  A pp wi l l

receive a  m e ssa ge  di re ct l y  to  the app.  *Please ensur e you have your

notif icat ions t u rne d o n so  y o u  are  not if ied as soon as the message comes

through.  

Text Messag e *  -  p a re n t s/ ca re rs  w ho have not  dow nloaded our  M yED Par ent  App,

wi l l  receive  a  te xt  m e ssa g e .  * Please ensur e you infor m us i f  any of  your  contac t

detai ls  chan g e so  we  a l wa y s have the most up to  date infor mation for  you.

Fai lure  to  d o  so  m a y  re su l t  i n  m e s sages not  being r eceived.

Social  Medi a Updat e s  -  ke e p  an eye on our  Facebook,  Instagr am and Twitt er

pages for  up da t e s.  

Inform  Loc al  Au t h o ri t y  -  Th e  school  wi l l  infor m Luton B or ough C ounci l ,  w ho have

a page dedi ca t e d to  sch o o l  c losur es.  This  can be found on their  w ebsite  at

http://www . l u to n . g o v . uk / sch o o l c losur es

Local  radio  sta t i o n s n o  l on g e r  u pdate l ive  l ists  on their  w ebsites ( a lthough t hey

wi l l  read out  l i st s  o n  a i r ) .

Severe Weather Procedure
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Thrilling Wins, Close
Battles, and County
Qualifications: A
Stellar Term for Our
Teams!

Sports Updates

Girls Basketball

Our Year 7 and Year 8 girls’ basketball teams recently competed in

the finals, showcasing incredible skill and teamwork. The Year 7s

triumphed with a fantastic 22-8 victory, while the Year 8s put up a

strong fight in a close 15-20 game, earning 2nd place. Both teams

will now represent Luton at the County competitions—well done,

girls! 

By The PE Department

PAGE 06

Boys Football

In November, the Year 8 boys pulled off an incredible comeback in

the 3rd round of the cup, turning a 4-1 deficit into a thrilling 5-4

victory! With just five minutes to play, they were still 4-2 down but

showed amazing determination, scoring the winner with the final

kick of the game. Well done, boys!

The Year 8 B team claimed a well-earned 2-1 victory in the 2nd

round of the National Cup! Despite dominating the first half, their

efforts only secured a 1-0 lead at the break. A strong finish sealed

the win and a spot in round 3—great job, boys! Goals: Marcel x1,

Loki x1.

Girls Football

Our Under 13 girls celebrated two wins in two days! Winning 2-0 in

the National Cup against St. Albans and 3-0 in the County Cup

against Gilbert Inglefield. Excellent work girls!

Girls Netball

Well done to both our Year 8 and Year 9 netball teams who both

secured comprehensive wins against Chalk Hills in November! Both

teams have now won all of their fixtures and are looking forward to

competing in the finals!

Athletics

Our Sports Hall Athletics teams had an action-packed day on

Wednesday, 22nd November, with fantastic performances all

around! The Year 8 boys were crowned champions by just one

point, while the Year 8 girls secured 3rd place with strong results.

Both teams now advance to the county competition in February! 

For Year 7, their first event was a valuable experience, with the

girls finishing 6th and the boys 7th in a tight competition. Well

done, everyone! 



"Celebrating the
perseverance,
determination, and talent
of our students, the
Annual Presentation
Evenings at ... High School
showcased the remarkable
achievements and growth
of an inspiring year."

Annual Presentation Evenings:
A Celebration of Achievement
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In  Octob er ,  at  Le a l a n ds Hig h  Sch o o l ,  w e celebrated the
h ar d work,  prog re ss,  a nd a ch i e v e m ents of  our  students
dur ing the aca de m i c y e a r  2 0 2 3 -24 w ith  our  much-
ant i c ipated annua l  Pre sen ta t i on  Ev e n ings.

T h is  h ighl ig ht  o f  t he  sch o o l  cal e ndar  w as held  over  tw o
ev ening s,  with  t hre e  ce re m o n i e s du e  to  the h igh number  of
p r ize  winners.

T h e events cele b ra t e d st u de n ts a cross a l l  year  gr oups,
re cogniz ing thei r  p ro g re ss,  ach i e v e m ents,  and dedicat ion.
It  was insp ir ing  to  se e  th e i r  p ersever ance and ta lent
re w arded.

We  also enjoyed a  p re v i e w o f  o ur  upcoming school
p roduction of  The  W iza rd o f  O z,  whi c h offer ed a  magical
g l impse of  the c re a t i v i ty  so o n  t o  t ak e the stage.

Congratulat ions to  a l l  ou r  wi n n ers,  and thank you to
ev eryone who made  th e se  e v e n i n g s a  success.

Class of  2024 A ward W i n n e rs :

Georgi  -  Gary  Sm i th  Awa rd -  Co m puting

Roshni  -  Lega cy  Tro p h y  -  H i st o ry

Kelise  -  Tony Re v i l l  Cu p  -  Ge og ra p hy

Lois  -  Mae Cr a y do n  Awa rd -  D ra m a

Zara-Jess  -  De l i a  Pa tte rso n  Tro p h y -  Per for ming A r ts

Jahkeime  -  Gu sta v  H o l st  Cu p -  Mu s ic

Victoria  -  Cro zie r  P l a t e  -  PE

Em ma  -  Swita  Sa n dh u Award -  Vo cational

Ajm al  -  Andy Pi t ts  Pr i ze  -  Ma ths

Amina  -  Patten do n  a wa rd -  D e si g n  Tech

Kouame  -  La  Mé da i l le  de  l 'Exce l l e nce -  Fr ench

I shrat  -  Mega n  Ev a ns Awa rd -  Sp a nish

Anisa  -  Peter  Sco tt  Awa rd -  Sci e n ce

Mark  -  There sa  Pa rso n s Cu p  -  En g l ish  L iter ature

Victoria  -  E l l i s  Cu p  -  En g l i sh  La n g uage

Leon  -  Fratt in i  P l a te -  K u do s t h ro u gh Endeavour

Li ly  -  Gerald  Le wi s  Tro p hy  -  Art



A t  1 1 : 0 0  a . m .  o n  M o n d a y  1 1 t h  N o v e m b er  2 02 4 ,  L ea l a n ds Hig h  Sc h o o l  c am e t og et h er  as a

c o m m u n i t y  t o  h o n o u r  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  o f  t hose wh o  h av e lost  t h eir  l ives  in  c on f l ic t s  p a s t  a n d

p r e s e n t .

T h e  s e r v i c e  b e g a n  w i t h  M r .  P a t t e r s o n  s ou n d in g " T he  L a s t  Pos t ,"  m a rk in g  t h e s tart  of  a

r e f l e c t i v e  t w o - m i n u t e  s i l e n c e .

I n  a  m o v i n g  t r i b u t e ,  H e a d  B o y  H a r r y  a n d  H e ad  G i r l  T a h l i a  eac h  rec it ed  Bi l l  M it t on 's  p oig n a nt

p o e m ,  Y o u n g  S o n s ,  c a p t u r i n g  t h e  s o l e m n i t y  a nd  g ra t it u de  of  t h e oc c as ion .  A  rep res en tat ive

f r o m  e a c h  t u t o r  g r o u p  p l a c e d  a  p o p p y c r os s  i n  th e sch o ol ’s  m em oria l  g ard en ,  fo l lowed  b y

H e a d t e a c h e r  M r .  B u r r i d g e  l a y i n g  a  c o m m em or a t i v e p opp y  w r eat h .

T h e  g a t h e r i n g  p r o v i d e d  a  u n i f y i n g  m o m ent f or  s t u de n ts a nd  s t a ff ,  c rea t in g  a  s h a red  s en s e

o f  r e s p e c t  a n d  g r a t i t u d e .  T h i s  r e f l e c t i ve  c er emo n y r e i n forc e d  t h e Lea la n d s  High  School

v a l u e s  o f  r e s p e c t ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  ex c e l l en c e,  a l l owi n g  everyon e p res en t  t o  h on our

t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e d  w i t h  d i g n i t y  a n d  g r a t i t u de.   

Lealands Remembers
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Languages - Active Learn
By The Languages Department

The Languages Department would like to congratulate the following

students for great effort on ActiveLearn during November. There are

also several students who achieved Epraise badges for their overall

progress, with a total of 805 badges given since the start of the year. 

Well done to everyone mentioned!

Remember, students can get badges at the following points -

25% - Bronze Badge - 5 extra STEPs

50% - Silver Badge - 10 extra STEPs

75% - Gold Badge - 15 extra STEPs

100% - Platinum Badge - 20 extra STEPs

Extra tasks - Extra Badge - 25 extra STEPs.

Languages teachers have given everyone 1 STEP for every 2%

completed and Mr McCracken has added the badges already.

Outstanding effort
in Languages this
month. Keep
pushing for your
next badge and earn
those extra STEPs!

Super effort with ActiveLearn during November - 10%+ completed - Year 7 & 8
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Super effort with ActiveLearn during November - 10%+ completed - Year 9, 10 & 11

ActiveLearn Epraise badges awarded during November - Year 7
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ActiveLearn Epraise badges awarded during November - Year 8

ActiveLearn Epraise badges awarded during November - Year 9, 10 & 11
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Year 10 and 11 Students Explore
Climate Change and Wildlife at
Whipsnade Zoo

By The Student Support Department

R e c e n tl y ,  a  group of  Y e ar
1 0  a nd  1 1  students  had
the  e x c i t i ng oppo rtuni ty  to
v is i t  W h i p s nade Zoo fo r  a
u n i q u e  e d u cational
e x pe r i e n c e .  T he tr ip
f e a tu r e d a  thoug ht-
p r o v o k in g  workshop where
s tu d e n t s  learned   ho w
c l i m a t e  c h ange imp acts the
a n im a ls .

Students meet the
baby animals at
Whipsnade Zoo
and discover what
the impact of
climate change
has on them.

Fol lowing the workshop,  students had the chance to
explore the zoo and observe the incredib le  animals  up
close.  Highl ights of  the v is it  included meeting the zoo's
newest residents:  two adorable  baby g i raffes and a
playful  young h ippo.

The tr ip  was not  only  informative but  a lso inspir ing for
many of  the students.  One student  shared:
" I  loved this  tr ip ,  and I ’ve  decided I  want  to  work in  a  zoo
when I  leave school  to  help  protect  animals."
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A l t h o u g h  s c h o o l  i s  c l os ing o v e r  t h e  wi n ter  hol ida ys,  w e st i l l  encour a ge a l l  st udent s t o
c a r r y  o n  r e a d i n g  o v e r  t h e  f e st i v e  br eak .  S t udent s ca n st r uggle  ov er  t he br ea k  due t o
n o t  h a v i n g  t h e i r  u s u a l  r out i n e ,  but  hav ing a n a l l oca t ed t ime f or  r ea ding over  t he
h o l i d a y s  c a n  h el p  e n s ur e s tu d e n t s s t i l l  kee p up w it h  hea lt hy ha bit s.  P lea se see fur ther
r e a d i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h  wi t h  t he  l i n k  b e low .

h t t p s : / / w w w . b o o k t r u s t . o r g .uk/ w h a t - w e-d o / i mpa ct - a nd- r esea r ch/Rese a r ch/t he-
b e n e f i t s - o f - r e ad i n g /

A l s o  n o t  f o r g e t t i n g ,  y o u r  l o ca l  l i b r ar y  w o u ld  ha v e a  host  of  d if f er ent  a ct iv it ies tha t
c h i l d r e n  c a n  g e t  i n v o l v ed  wi t h  l in k e d b e low.

h t t p s : / / l i b r a r i es . l u t o n l i b r ar i e s. co. u k/ e v e n t s

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  re s e ar ch sugges t s that  c hi ld r en’s  lo v e of  r ea ding d ecl ines a s t hey get
o l d e r  t h r o u g h  se c o nd ar y  sc h o o l .  St u di e s sho w  t ha t  w hi le  3 3% o f  7- yea r - olds sa y they
' l o v e '  r e a d i n g ,  t h i s  dr o p s  t o  29% a t  age 10 a nd f u r t her  de cl ines t o  just  a  q ua r t er  (25%)
b y  a g e  1 1 .

T h i s  c o u l d  b e  do wn  to a  num b e r  o f  f ac t o r s,  including st ud en t s a ssocia t ing w it h  reading
a s  a  y o u n g e r  a c t i v i t y .  How e ve r ,  w i th  m o r e ex posur e t o  mor e cha l lenging book s a nd a
w i d e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  c h oi ce ,  s t u dent s ’  love f or  l i t er a t u r e w i l l  cont i nue!

F o r  f u r t h e r  r e a d i n g ,  p l eas e  see  th e ar t i c l e  below .

h t t p s : / / w w w . b o o k t r u s t . o r g .uk/ n e w s-a n d- f ea tur es/new s/new s- 2024 /book t r ust -
r e s e a r c h - r e v e al s - fe wer -c h i l dr en-a r e-r ead in g- f or - plea sur e/?
u t m _ s o u r c e = n e w s l e t t e r &utm _ me di u m =e ma i l &ut m_ ca mpa ign=r ea ding_ f or _ p lea sur e_news
_ o c t o b e r & u t m _ t e r m= 2024-1 2- 02

A c c e l e r a t e d  R e a d e r  U p d a t e
C o n g r a t u l a t i o ns  t o  a l l  year  7s and  8s ,  w ho  a r e  t a k ing pa r t  in  Acceler a t ed Rea der ,  f or
t h e i r  a m a z i n g  e f f or t  i n  N o v e mber !
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Reading Over The Holidays

By Miss Rezaei, learning resource Co-ordinator

Please keep it  up for  the remainder  of  December,  to  see i f  you can beat  November’s
stat ist ics.  Remember,  a l l  Accelerated Reader  students wi l l  be  taking another  STAR
test  in  January  to  determine their  reading age and it  is  a lways most accurate when
students have kept  up their  reading over  the hol idays.As a lways,  thank you for  your
support  with  reading.

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/impact-and-research/Research/the-benefits-of-reading/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/impact-and-research/Research/the-benefits-of-reading/
https://libraries.lutonlibraries.co.uk/events
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/news/news-2024/booktrust-research-reveals-fewer-children-are-reading-for-pleasure/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=reading_for_pleasure_news_october&utm_term=2024-12-02
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/news/news-2024/booktrust-research-reveals-fewer-children-are-reading-for-pleasure/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=reading_for_pleasure_news_october&utm_term=2024-12-02
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/news/news-2024/booktrust-research-reveals-fewer-children-are-reading-for-pleasure/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=reading_for_pleasure_news_october&utm_term=2024-12-02
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/news/news-2024/booktrust-research-reveals-fewer-children-are-reading-for-pleasure/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=reading_for_pleasure_news_october&utm_term=2024-12-02


LEAP Projects & Outreach
By Miss Watson, LEAP Centre Manager

T h e  A r t  o f  D J i n g  

T h i s  t e r m ,  a  s e l e c t  g r o u p  o f  Y e a r  1 0  an d 1 1

s t u d e n t s  h a v e  t a k e n  p a r t  i n  a  1 0  week

p r o g r a m m e  c a l l e d  T h e  A r t  o f  D j i n g .  

T h e  p r o g r a m m e  i n t e g r a t e d  D J i n g ,  s on gwri t i ng ,

p o d c a s t i n g  a n d  c o n t e n t  c r e a t i o n .  Studen ts

w e r e  a b l e  t o  u s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  eq ui pmen t

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e s s i o n s  g i v i n g  t he m a n

i n s i g h t  i n t o  w h a t  i t  i s  l i k e  t o  b e  a  prof e ssiona l

D J .  

I n  w e e k  1  t h r o u g h  t o  w e e k  6 ,  s t ud en ts  we re

i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  a r t  o f  D Ji ng,  mu si c

p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  s o n g w r i t i n g .  A t  f i rst ,  some

s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a  l i t t l e  n e r v o u s  o f  th e dec ks

b u t  w i t h  e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  a l l  w e r e  a bl e  t o  mi x

s o n g s  c o m p e t e n t l y .  

I n  w e e k  7 ,  s t u d e n t s  l o o k e d  i n t o  t he  a r t  of

p o d c a s t i n g .  T h e y  w e r e  e n c o u r a g ed to  s ha re

t h o u g h t s ,  f e e l i n g s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  o n a  ra nge o f

s u b j e c t s .  A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o p i c  o ur  st udent s

w a n t e d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t ,  w a s  t h e  a r e a  where th ey

l i v e  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a bl e  t o  t hem .

T o  a s s i s t  t h e m  w i t h  t h i s ,  a n  ex- s tuden t,

K a d e e m ,  v i s i t e d  a  s e s s i o n  t o  d i s c uss  sch ool

a n d  h i s  j o b  n o w .  H e  s h a r e d  t h a t  h e  w orks f or  a

c o m p a n y  c a l l e d  D i s g u i s e  w h i c h  r u ns  95 % o f

t h e  t o u r i n g  s e t  u p  f o r  l i v e  e v e nt s  g l oba l l y

i n c l u d i n g  J a y  Z  a n d  B e y o n c e .
 

S t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  pr ogr amme

s e t  g o a l s  a n d  t h e s e  w e r e  d i s c u s s ed wi th  the

m e n t o r s  d u r i n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  s e s s i o n s .  T hey  got

t h e m  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e i r  a m bi t i o ns  a nd

c h a l l e n g e s  t h e y  m a y  f a c e  a l o n g  t h e wa y .  

F e e d b a c k  f r o m  t h e  s t u d e n t s  wa s v ery

e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d  t h e y  t h o r o u g h l y  e nj oyed  the

s e s s i o n s .  S t u d e n t s  s a i d  i t  o p e n e d t he i r  ey es

t o  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  m u s i c  w o r l d  a n d h ow

t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  i f  t he y  w ere

i n t e r e s t e d .  

W e  w a n t  t o  s a y  a  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  L uke a nd

M i c h a e l  w h o  d e l i v e r e d  e n g a g i n g  a n d t hought

p r o v o k i n g  s e s s i o n s  f o r  L e a l a n d s ’  s tude nts.  
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On e  S to p Y8 Gir ls  Boxi ng  

Th i s  p r oj ect  a ims to  g i ve f emale students the op p or tuni t i es
to enga g e  in  f itness,  mart ia l  arts  and boxi n g .  The  pr oj e ct
a i m s to  pr omote physica l  f itness,  self-  d is ci p l i ne,  and  s e lf-
c onf ide n ce among the part ic ipants.  

I t  i s  part  o f  a  p i lot  proje ct  w h ich Lea lands h as been a  pa rt  o f
for  2  t erms.  As wel l  as  the physica l  aspect  of  t h e se ssion s,
the pro g ram also has a  mentor ing e l eme nt.  D ur i ng t h e
m entor i ng sessions,  the f ol lowi ng area s ma y  be d i scussed
d epending on the need o f  the student:   aca demic  prob lem s,
pee r  p ressure,  depression,  b u l ly ing,  ra i sed by  s i ngle  p ar ent s,
pa re n t al  p ressure,  physi cal  image,  drug a nd a l co h ol  abuse,
pove r t y ,  obesity  and o ther  hea lth  problems a nd m at er ia l ism.  

Th e re ar e  current ly  1 2  Year  8  g i r ls  a ccessing th i s  progra m me
w h i ch s t arted in  September  and wi l l  run  u n t i l  Chr istmas .
F eedbac k  from st udent s is  that  they are  enj oy ing the
s es s i ons and look f orward to  them weekly .  T hey h av e
re p orte d that  the y are  l earn ing a  new ski l l  and  bo xing h el p s
to ge t  f r u strat ions out  in  a  posi t i ve way .  

Y ear  1 1  Boxing Saves L ives  

B ox i ng Sa ves L ives attends  school  every  Tuesd ay  and wo r ks
w i t h  a  gr oup of  our  Year  11 b oys.  The progra m me he lps  them
to h ave  a  focus on re lea sing any pent  up frustra t i o n s in  a
posit ive  manner .  The tra iner  who attends,  speaks to  t he b oys
a b out  t h i ngs that  ha ve  gone on that  week.  The tra iner ,
Miche l l e ,  r uns her  own bo xi ng sessions at  a  g y m wh ich t w o o f
the stud e nts have now star ted to  attend.  I t  is  ope n to  a l l
le ve l s ,  ranging from tho se who want  to  co mpe te  to  tho se
w h o  w a n t  to  keep f i t  or  impr ov e their  mental  he al th.  Sessi o ns
a re  o n e hour  long at  Lew sey Sports P ark  Gym in  L u to n.
J u n i ors  1 1  yrs  to  14 yrs  Tues da ys 6 pm,  Sa tur da ys  1 p m.  
14 y r+ Tuesdays 7pm,  Thur sda ys 7.30pm and Satu rday  2 pm.
O n  Sat urday there is  a  female  onl y  session star t i n g a t  1 0 am  -
11 a m.  S e ssions are  £3.  I t  i s  a  posit i ve c lub with  fu l ly
q ua l if i e d coaches.  

Y ear  8  a nd Year  9  Pegsdon Hi l ls  Walk
 

As  pa rt  o f  the LEAP programme,  students get  the oppo rt un ity
to a t tend  a  wal k ing tr i p .  Wi thin  LEAP,  studen ts  h av e a  w eek ly
m entor i ng session and  we  f i nd doing th i s  i n  a  d ifferent
envir o n ment away fro m school  can rea l ly  hel p  our  stu den ts
to o p e n  u p .  

Th i s  ter m  a  group of  Year  8  and 9  students atten ded P egs don
H i l ls  on a  windy  No ve mber  day.  On th ei r  w al k ,  th e y
encounte red sheep,  b ig  h i l ls ,  b ig  drops,  lots  o f  tree s t o  c l i m b
a n d  a  ma keshift  swing!  A lthough t i red,  stud ent s sa id  t h e y
enj o y ed  i t  and i t  was somethi ng d ifferent  to  the n or m.  Th ey
s a i d  i t  a l l owed them to c lea r  their  head a nd was  v er y  cal m in g
bei n g  i n  the fresh a i r .  One student  l iked t h e v iews and
c ountry side so much he was now thinking of  fa rming a s  a   
c a r eer !  

LEAP Projects & Outreach
By Miss Watson, LEAP Centre Manager
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Luton 2040 Student Voice Conference
By Mr Taplin, Student Voice Co-ordinator

3rd most ge n e ro u s re g i o n  i n  th e UK for  char ity  
Luton achie v e d th e b e st  se t  o f  GC SE and KS2 r esults  in  the w hole  of  Eastern
Eng land in  2 0 2 4
3rd lowest ca rb on  em i ssi o n s i n  the w hole  of  the UK
2nd h ighest  a m ou n t o f  n e w b u si nesses cr eated in  the UK last  year  ( second only
to London)

We are  so pro ud o f  ho w e l o q u e n tl y  and conf idently  our  students spoke,  as  wel l  as
l is tening to  th e  v i e ws o f  o t he r  y o u ng people.  Students w er e d iv ided into 2 gr oups ;
Tahl ia ,  Head G i r l  a n d G race ,  Ye a r  1 0,  scr ibed for  both and then Gr ace and Zoe,  Year
10,  had the ta sk  o f  p re se n t i n g  the  v iew s to  the r est  of  the confer ence,  w hich they
did  with  ease a n d b r i m m in g  wi th  co nf idence.  

S tudents had a  re a l l y  po sit iv e  e xp er ience and ver y  much enjoyed their  day.

On Monday 9th  D e ce m b er,  Mr  Ta p l i n ,  Student  V oice
Co-ordinator ,  t o o k  10 o f  ou r  a m a zi n g Student  V oice
students to  Lu ton  Un i ve rsi ty  to  t a k e par t  in  the
Chi ld  Fr iendly  Lu ton  204 0  St u den t  Voice
Conference.

Our  students we re e xe m p la ry  fro m  s tar t  to  f in ish
and we were so  p ro u d o f  t h e m  th ro u ghout  the day.  I t
was real ly  inte re st i n g  t o  h e a r  wh a t  t he pr ior it ies are
fo r  young  peop le  i n  Lu to n  a n d the  v i ew s from other s
on what  needs to  b e  ch a n g e d a n d h ow .  

Pr ior it ies rema in  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  sa f ety  and gangs.
However ,  what  wa s i nt e re st i n g  wa s t hat  w e have
so me real ly  go o d sta ts i n  Lu to n ,  th at  we don't  hear
about:
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“I  real ly  enjoyed
today’s conference and

felt  extremely
empowered by the

opportunity to share
my thoughts and

opinions about Luton.  I
think the conference

was also a  great way to
understand and learn
new things about our
town by l istening to
other  students talk

about their
experiences”.

By Grace,  Year  10
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Festive Fun At Lealands

The Chr istmas spir it  is  in  fu l l  swing at  Lealands.  

The centerpiece of  our  fest ive efforts  is  the

magnif icent  Chr istmas tree in  the Main  Hal l .

Adding to  the fest ive atmosphere is  our  much- loved

annual  workroom and off ice decorat ion competit ion.

This  year ,  the theme is  “A Letter  to  Santa,”  inspir ing

an array  of  creat ive designs.  Each department has

embraced the chal lenge with  enthusiasm,  turning

their  spaces into imaginat ive interpretat ions of  the

theme.  

At  the t ime of  publ icat ion,  the winner  of  the

competit ion has yet  to  be announced,  but  with  so

many fantast ic  entr ies,  the decis ion wi l l

undoubtedly  be a  tough one as a lways!  

As we count  down to the Chr istmas hol idays,

Lealands has been busy with  lots  of  Chr istmas-

themed events including;  our  Chr istmas card

competit ion,  penguin  parade,  annual  Winter  Concert ,

foodbank appeal ,  Chr istmas lunch,  and the

off ice/workroom competit ion.  

Everyone at  Lealands would  l ike  to  wish a  Happy

Chr istmas to  a l l !
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I t ' s  T h u r s d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  i t ' s  b e e n  a  l on g  day  of
t e a c h i n g .  T h e  s u n  i s  g o i n g  d o w n  an d  th e fros ty
g r o u n d  o n  t h e  p l a y i n g  f i e l d  h a s  r e m a i n ed frozen a l l
d a y .  A s  I  w a l k  t h e  c o r r i d o r s  o f  t h e  s c hool  wish in g
o u r  s t u d e n t s  a  l o v e l y  e v e n i n g ,  I  c a n h ear  C hr istm a s
t u n e s  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e .  I  w a n d e r  i n  t h ei r  d i rect i o n at
a n  i n c r e a s i n g  p a c e  a n d  o p e n  t h e  d oor  t o  the Art
C l u b .

T h i s  r o o m  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  s o  m u c h  j o y  i t  i s  ha rd to  do
a n y t h i n g  b u t  s m i l e .  A s  I  w a l k  f r o m  t a bl e  t o  tabl e ,
s t u d e n t s  a r e  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e i r  t h i n k i ng  b eh i nd th ei r
v a r i o u s  c r e a t i o n s .  S t u d e n t s  a r e  p a i nt in g,  d r a wi ng,
m a k i n g  t h i n g s ,  m o u l d i n g  t h e i r  c l a y  a nd ev en
c r e a t i n g  m o d e l s  o u t  o f  c a r d b o a r d  b oxes .

A f t e r  s p e a k i n g  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a b out  t heir  work,  I
s t a n d  b a c k  a n d  r e m e m b e r  j u s t  h o w  l u c ky  th ey are  to
h a v e  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  g o at  th e en d
o f  t h e  d a y  o n  a  T h u r s d a y  t h a t  i s  ca lm ,  fu n ,  f i l led
w i t h  c r e a t i v i t y  w i t h  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  Miss  R eason an d
M i s s  W a r d - L i n d s a y  o n  h a n d  t o  p r o m p t  a nd help  t hem
t o  h o n e  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  m u s c l e s .  As  I  c i r c ulat e,  I
s p e a k  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e l l  th em  t h a t  t h i s
o p p o r t u n i t y  i s  m o s t l y  l o s t  w h e n  t h ey  lea v e s chool
a n d  t h e y  s h o u l d  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of  i t  w hi l e  th ey
c a n .  

J e s s ,  Y e a r  1 0 ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  s h e  u n d e r s tood  how
s p e c i a l  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  i s  a n d  t h a t  i s  th e rea son
t h a t  s h e  h a s  b a r e l y  m i s s e d  a  s e s s i on  s i n c e  Year  7 .
S h e  s h o w e d  m e  t h r o u g h  h e r  p o r t f ol i o  of  work,
p r o u d l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  p i e c e s  t h a t  s he w orked on i n
t h e  A r t  C l u b  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  

M a n y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  r o o m  wer e w orki ng  on
t h e i r  e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d  c ompet it ion,
w h i c h  w i l l  b e  j u d g e d  b y  M r  B u r r i d g e an d  th e w in ner
w i l l  b e  u s e d  a s  o u r  o f f i c i a l  s c h o o l  C h r i s t ma s ca r d  to
s e n d  t o  s t a k e h o l d e r s  f a r  a n d  w i d e d ur ing th is
f e s t i v e  p e r i o d .  

M y  t i m e  s p e n t  i n  t h e  A r t  C l u b  t h i s  a f ter noo n was
a b s o l u t e l y  j o y f u l  a n d  c r e a t i v e .  T h e r e  w ere so many
s t u d e n t s ,  t h a t  s o m e  h a d  s p i l l e d  o v er  i n t o  th e n ext
r o o m .  I  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  a l l  g e t  a  c h a nc e t o  do
s o m e t h i n g  c r e a t i v e  t h a t  y o u  l o v e du r i ng  t h i s
f e s t i v e  p e r i o d  l i k e  o u r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t he Ar t  Club.  

W e  h a v e  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  e x t r a  c u r r i c ul a r  c lu bs f or
s t u d e n t s  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n ,  s o  m a k e  su r e  y ou  c hec k
o u t  o u r  l i s t s  o n  o u r  s c h o o l  w eb s it e  and t r y
s o m e t h i n g  n e w .  

Wandering the corridors of Lealands after dark
By Mr Edwards, Assistant Headteacher
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Christmas Card Competition
By The Art Department

We’r e thr i l le d  to  anno unce  the winner  of  th is  year ’s  Chr istmas  Ca rd Competit ion !  

A  h ug e c o n gra tul a t i ons to  Alexus in  Year  1 0,  whose stu n n ing d es ign wi l l  be  ou r
of f i c i a l  L e a la n d s '  Chr istmas card f or  2024!  

We w er e b lo wn awa y  by  the  cr eat iv ity  and ef f ort  shown by  a l l  ou r  t a lent ed  st u d en ts,
and  n a r ro w i ng it  down to the t op entr ies was no e as y t ask!  

C o n g r a t ula t io n s  to  our  t op  5 f inal ists:



Mindful Art Sessions
By Mrs Ward-Lindsay, Teacher of Art

This  term we have had more students taking part  in  our  therapeutic  Mindful  Art
sessions.  The students have created some wonderful  p ieces of  work  that  celebrate
their  ident ity  which have not  only  been fun to  make,  but  have a lso enabled students to
make new fr iends.
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Pop Up Penguin Parade
Competition

By The Art Department

This  winter  season we asked the
students to  make a  3D penguin  for  our
‘Pop up penguin  parade’  and we’ve had
some fantast ic  results,  see for
yourself !



PAGE 23

A Christmas Poem
By Mikey L, Year 8
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On Tuesday 10th December,  the stage came
al ive as our  ta lented students showcased
their  remarkable  ski l ls  dur ing the annual
Winter  Concert .  A  celebrat ion of  performing
arts,  the event  offered a  heartwarming mix
of  s inging,  instrumental  music ,  act ing,  and
dancing that  left  the audience in  awe.

The Winter  Concert  wasn’t  just  an
opportunity  to  enjoy  the performing arts;  i t
was a lso a  testament to  the dedicat ion and
hard work of  our  students and the
Performing Arts  Department.  Each act
showcased the result  of  countless hours
spent  honing their  ta lents and perfect ing
their  performances.

We would  l ike  to  thank everyone who made
the event  possible—from the students and
teachers to  the behind-the-scenes crew.  A
specia l  thanks goes to  the fami l ies  and
fr iends who came out  to  support  the
performers and celebrate their
achievements.

Highlights From Our Winter Concert

"The Winter  Concert
was a  celebration of

creativity and hard
work,  showcasing the
incredible talents of  

our  students."

By The Performing Arts Department
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Blue Peris Trip 2024
By Miss Walker

We a re thr i l l e d  t o  s hare th e  w onderf ul  exper ien ces ou r
st ud e n t s  ha d du r in g th e i r  r ecen t  we ek- l o ng tr i p  to
Blue Per is  O utdoor  C e ntre.  Nest l ed i n  th e h ear t  of
Snow doni a ,  t h is  a dv e ntu re -f i l l e d  retrea t  prov ided a n
incred i b l e  b ac k d rop  f o r  ou r  studen ts t o  eng a ge in  a
v ar i e t y  o f  ou t d oo r  ac t iv it i e s  that  f ost er ed teamwork,
r e si l i e n c e ,  a n d a  l o v e  for  natu re .  T hrougho ut  the wee k,
st ud e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  range  of  exhi l a ra t ing
a ctiv i t ies.  

They  k ic ked  of f  t he ir  adven t u r e  with  s l a te mi ning,
where s t u den t s de lve d i nto th e region's  r i c h  in dust r i a l
h i stor y .  Th e y  e x p l ored t he  f asci nat ing wor l d  of  s l a te
p rod u c t i o n ,  l e ar n in g ab o ut  t he tool s  a nd tech niques
u sed  b y mi n e rs i n  th e  pa s t .  T hi s  ha nds- on e xp er i ence
connec t e d  th e m  to t he local  her i t a g e a nd sparked
disc u s s i o n s  ab o u t  s ust ai na bi l i ty  and  the environ ment.

Next ,  t h e  g r o u p  t oo k  o n th e  thr i l l i ng  c h a l len ge of  sea
lev e l  tr a ve r s i n g.  T hi s  a c t i v ity  not  o n l y  r equired
p hys ic al  st r e n g t h  b u t  a lso m enta l  a gi l i ty ,  a s  stu dent s
n av iga ted a lon g t h e rock y  coastl i ne .  The exper ien ce of
cl i mbi n g  an d  ba lan ci n g  o n th e  c l i f fs ,  w i t h  t he cra shing
wave s  bel o w ,  w a s  b o t h e x hi l a ra t i ng a nd em powering.  
.

The ad ventu r e  c o n t inued with  a n enga gi n g s e ssi on i n
moun t a in  c l i mbi n g ,  wh e re  o ur  students chal l enged
them sel v e s  o n the  rugg e d  te rra ins;  l e a r ni ng  essentia l
ski l ls  in  nav ig a t i o n an d  sa fety  whi l e  enjoying
b reat ht aki n g  v i e w s  of  th e  su r r o undi n g l a ndsca pe.  The
sens e  o f  ach i ev e m e n t fel t  b y  ea ch student  as they
r e ac h e d  t he su m mi t  w a s  tr u ly  i nsp i r ing!  

F i nal l y ,  th e  w e ek cu l m i n at ed in  a n exci t ing  gorge
walk i n g  a dv e n t u re.  S tuden t s  spl a shed through crysta l-
c l ear  w a t e r s ,  na vi g ated r ocky  obsta cles,  a nd
embra ced  t h e  thr i l l  of  n atu re a s they  trekke d through
the g o r g e .  T h i s  ac t i v i ty  n o t  on l y  b ui l t  thei r  conf idence,
b ut  a l s o  h i g h l i gh t e d  th e i m por tance  of  tea m work,  a s
they  e n c o u r a g ed on e  an o t her  to  tack l e  the cha l lenge s
they  f ac e d  a l o ng  t h e  w a y .  

The t r i p  t o  B lu e P e r is  w a s  not  j ust  a bout  the
a ctiv i t ies;  i t  w as  a l s o  an  op p ortun i t y  f or  studen ts to
b o nd,  ma k e  l a s t i ng  f r ien dshi ps,  a nd create
u nfor g e t t a b le  mem o ries .  A s w e r ef l e c t  o n th i s
incred i b l e  w e e k,  w e e n cou r a g e o u r  s tude nts to  carr y
the l e s s o n s l ea r ned i nto t h ei r  dai l y  l i v es— embraci ng
cha l lenges,  s u pport i ng  o ne anoth er ,  a nd a ppreciat ing
the b e auty  o f  th e  g r e a t  ou t d oo rs .  Th a n k y ou f or  you r
cont i n u e d s u p por t !  
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Superstar Year 11 mathematicians
reaching beyond GCSEs!

By Mr Mason, Assistant Headteacher

2 4  Y e a r  1 1  s t u d e n t s  a r e  u n d e r t a k i n g  a n  e x t r a  q u a l i f i c a t i on  in  fu rt h er  m a t h emat ic s .
T h e s e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  t a c k l i n g  p r o b l e m s  w hi c h  w ou ld  n or m al ly  b e learn t  in  Yea r  12 at  A -
L e v e l ;  b u t  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  t a k i n g  th e ex tr a  qu al i f i c a t i o n  in  t h eir  own  t im e  in  Year
1 1 .  T h e  m a t e r i a l  i s  c h a l l e n g i n g ,  a nd  f un ,  an d  i s  a  r ea l  t es t  of  t h eir  ab i l i ty  a nd
d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

T h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  A Q A  L e v e l  2  Cer t i f i c ate i n  F u rt h er  Ma t h em a t i c s  a n d  is
s e e n  a s  a  s t e p p i n g  s t o n e  b e t w e en  G CS E a n d A - Le ve l .  Ma n y of  t h e s t u d en t s  wh o
s t u d i e d  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y ea r s ,  h av e c om e b a c k  t o  Lea la n d s  a n d  told  us
h o w  e a s y  t h e  M a t h s  A - L e v e l  i s !  T h is  i s  la r g el y  d ue  t o  t h e fac t  t h at  t h ey are  p re-
l e a r n i n g  a  l a r g e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  A - L e v e l  c ou r s e .

T h e r e  a r e  6  m a j o r  t o p i c  a r e a s ,  4  o f  w hi c h  a r e  c on t i n ua t io n  of  t h e  GCSE  c ou rs e,  an d 2
w h i c h  a r e  b r a n d  n e w  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  Th es e a r e:  num b er ,  a lg eb ra,  c oord inate
g e o m e t r y ,  g e o m e t r y ,  c a l c u l u s  ( n e w )  a nd  m a t r i c es  (n ew ).

S t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e v e l l i n g  i n  t h e  c ha l l en ge an d  h av e  b een  s u c c eed in g  w it h  s om e of
t h e  m o s t  t r i c k y  q u e s t i o n s  Y e a r  1 1  st u de n ts w i l l  s ee o n an y of  t h eir  c ou rs es .  I  h ave
i n c l u d e d  a  q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  ( a n d p ar e nts/ c ar e rs)  are  we lc om e t o t ry  t o  tes t
t h e i r  m a t h e m a t i c a l  s k i l l s .  I f  s t u d e n t s  ca n w or k ou t  t h e a n s wer  a n d  s h ow t heir  f u l l
w o r k i n g ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w !  I  l o o k  for w ard  to  seei n g  you  wit h  you r  an s wers  s oon !
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